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The 5th New York, Duryee’s
Fire Zouaves.
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718-341-9811 by
December 4th, if you
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December meeting.
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many people to order
food for.
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Arlington National Cemetery
$VWKHZDUKDGKHDWHGXSLQ-XQH&RQJUHVVSDVVHGD
law that empowered commissioners to assess and collect taxes
on real estate in “insurrectionary districts.” This statute was
meant not only to raise revenue for the war, but also to punish turncoats like Robert E. Lee. If the taxes were not paid in
person, commissioners were authorized to sell the land.
$XWKRULWLHVOHYLHGDWD[RIRQWKH/HHHVWDWHWKDW\HDU
0DU\/HHVWXFNLQ5LFKPRQGEHFDXVHRIWKHÀJKWLQJDQGKHU
GHWHULRUDWLQJKHDOWKGLVSDWFKHGKHUFRXVLQ3KLOLS5)HQGDOO
WRSD\WKHELOO%XWZKHQ)HQGDOOSUHVHQWHGKLPVHOIEHIRUHWKH
commissioners in Alexandria, they said they would accept
money only from Mary Lee herself. Declaring the property in
default, they put it up for sale.
7KHDXFWLRQWRRNSODFHRQ-DQXDU\7KHVROHELG
FDPHIURPWKHIHGHUDOJRYHUQPHQWZKLFKRIIHUHG
well under the estate’s assessed value of $34,100. According
WRWKHFHUWLÀFDWHRIVDOH$UOLQJWRQ·VQHZRZQHULQWHQGHGWR
reserve the property “for government use, for war, military,

December 2013

Patrick A. Schroeder
The 5th New York, Duryee’s Fire
Zouaves.
Our December guest has a B.S. from Shepherd College
(Shepherdstown, WV), and an M.A. in Civil War history
from Virginia Tech. He worked as a living history interpreter at Appomattox Court House National Historical
3DUNIURPDQGLQZURWHThirty Myths
About Lee’s Surrender, which is currently in its twelfth
SULQWLQJ3DWULFNKDVZULWWHQHGLWHGDQGRUFRQWULEXWHG
WRPRUHWKDQWZHQW\ÀYH&LYLO:DUWLWOHVLQFOXGLQJ
Recollections and Reminiscences of Old Appomattox;
Tar Heels; Sailor’s Creek; Pennsylvania Bucktails; and
The Life of General Ely S. Parker, among others. He has
been the historian at Appomattox Court House National
3DUNVLQFH

Civil War Generals’ Graves
Arthur Loux has discovered the location of the graves of
some 1,000 Civil War generals and 1400 brevet generals.
He has created documents for each state including a photo
of the graves and directions to the cemetery plot.
If you are interested in these locations, email Arthur at
Alouxks@yahoo.com for more information.
charitable and educational purposes.”
7KHÀJKWLQJGXULQJWKH)RUW\'D\V·&DPSDLJQIURPWKH
:LOGHUQHVVWR3HWHUVEXUJSURGXFHGVRPHFDVXDOWLHV
in just over a month and Montgomery Meigs cast about for
a new graveyard to accommodate the rising tide of bodies.
His eye fell upon Arlington.
7KHÀUVWVROGLHUODLGWRUHVWWKHUHZDV3YW:LOOLDP&KULVWPDQRIWKHWK3HQQV\OYDQLD,QIDQWU\ZKRZDVEXULHG
LQDSORWRQ$UOLQJWRQ·VQRUWKHDVWFRUQHURQ0D\
A farmer newly recruited into the army, Christman never
knew a day of combat. Like others who would join him at
Arlington, he was felled by disease; he died of peritonitis on
May 11th.
)URPSmithsonian1RYHPEHU
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-DQXDU\th
Timothy Sedore
Virginia’s Confederate
Monuments

)HEUXDU\th
Barondess Lincoln Award

0DUFKth
TBA
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President’s Message
Victory at Chattanooga! Three Union Armies—The Army of the Cumberland, The
$UP\RIWKH3RWRPDFDQG7KH$UP\RIWKH7HQQHVVHH³FRPHWRJHWKHUXQGHUWKHGLUHFW
FRPPDQGRI8O\VVHV6*UDQWDWWKH*DWHZD\&LW\WRWKH6RXWKDQGDFKLHYHDWRWDO
UHYHUVDORIIRUWXQH7KH&RQIHGHUDWHVDUHQRZLQUHWUHDWLQWR*HRUJLD:KDWZLOOKDSSHQ
QH[WDVWKHYLFWRULRXV)HGHUDODUPLHVLQWKH:HVWSUHSDUHWRHQWHUWKHEDFNGRRUWRWKH
lower South? How soon before this terrible suffering ends for all Americans?
Something strange happened to me last month. As I was speaking to a well-known
author and historian, he didn’t really know about The Civil War Round Table of New
York. I couldn’t believe it. I was shocked and disappointed. How could he not know
about our wonderful organization?
Haven’t we been around for the last 62 years? Haven’t we had monthly meetings with
VRPHRIWKHJUHDWHVW&LYLO:DUDXWKRUVKLVWRULDQVDQGOHJHQGVVLQFH"+DYHQ·W
we bestowed the most prestigious book award to some of the greatest Civil War
ZULWHUVRIWKHODVW\HDUV" ,QIDFWWKDW·VKRZ,ÀUVWEHFDPHDZDUHRIWKH5RXQG7DEOH
E\UHDGLQJRQWKHEDFNRID´ERRNMDFNHWµWKDWWKDWERRNZRQWKH)OHWFKHU3UDWW
Book Award from “The Civil War Round Table of New York!”)
So what can we do—what can “all of us” do—to make sure that this little gem of
DQRUJDQL]DWLRQWKLVFOXEWKDWZDVIRXQGHGE\WKHPHPEHUVRIWKH/RVW*HQHUDWLRQ
ZKRUHFUXLWHGPHPEHUVRI7KH*,*HQHUDWLRQZKRLVFXUUHQWO\PHPEHUHGE\7KH
6LOHQW*HQHUDWLRQDQGPDQDJHGE\WKH%DE\%RRPHU*HQHUDWLRQZKRLVWU\LQJWR
DWWUDFWQHZPHPEHUVIURP*HQHUDWLRQ;DQGRXUXSFRPLQJ0LOOHQQLDO*HQHUDWLRQ
continues into the unknown future?
I have some ideas, and I’m sure you do, too. The simplest thing would be to talk about
what we do on the second Wednesday of every month from September to June. We all
QHHGWRVKDUHRXULQWHUHVWVDQGÀQGRWKHULQGLYLGXDOVZKRKDYHDFXULRVLW\WRH[SDQG
their minds, increase their knowledge, and enjoy being with others who just can’t get
WKHLUÀOORI7KH&LYLO:DU,W·VXSWRXV³´DOORIXVµ³WRPDNHVXUHWKH5RXQG7DEOH
continues.
3OHDVHVKDUHZKDW\RXORYH«DQGWHOO\RXUIULHQGVWKDW\RXFDQ·WZDLWWRDWWHQGRXU
QH[WPHHWLQJZLWK3DW6FKURHGHU&KLHI+LVWRULDQIURP$SSRPDWWR[&RXUW+RXVHLQ
December! See you soon.
— Martin Smith

)RXQGHG-DQXDU\
The Dispatch is published monthly,
except July and August, by

7KH&LYLO:DU5RXQG7DEOH
RI1HZ<RUN,QF
WK6WUHHW
Rosedale, N.Y. 11422
7HOHSKRQH&:571<DW  
During business hours.
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6HFUHWDU\3DW+RORKDQ
Treasurer Bud Livingston

Book Review

%2$5'2)',5(&7256
Term Expiring 2014
Charles Mander
Dan McCarthy

Freedom National: The Destruction of
Slavery in the United States
by James Oakes
3URWHFWLRQVIRUVODYHU\ZKLFKZHUHZULWWHQLQWRWKH&RQVWLWXWLRQ
by the founders became some of the most formidable
obstacles to its abolition after the Civil War. They had
compromised with slavery because of their assumption of
its inevitable demise. Classical political economists such as
Adam Smith held that slave economies were backward,
LQHIÀFLHQWDQGWKXVFRXOGQRWFRPSHWHZLWKWKHSURGXFWLYLW\
DQGG\QDPLVPRIIUHHODERU%\WKHPLGWKFHQWXU\ZH
encounter such statements as “The slave holders were
standing fast against the inexorable tide of human history.
Their way of life was doomed; the entire world was turning
against slavery, “ and “slavery is a hideous anachronism
coming to us out of the barbarism and old dead night of the past.”In Freedom National
3URIHVVRU-DPHV2DNHVSURYLGHVWKHEDVLVIRUGLVFXVVLRQDQDO\VLVDQGV\QWKHVLV+H
argues that political abolition played a crucial role in the founding of the Republican party,
Continued on page 4



Term Expiring 2015
 $ODQ)ORULQ
Cindy Hochman



Term Expiring 2016
 :LOOLDP))LQOD\VRQ
Judith L. Hallock





Editor E.A. (Bud) Livingston
&RS\(GLWRU
Club Liaison Joan McDonough
350DUWLQ6PLWK
0HUFKDQGLVH3DXO:HLVV

KWWSZZZFZUWQ\FRUJ
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December during
the Civil War

9 – The Senate, concluding that the generals don’t know
how to conduct battles, set up the Joint Committee on the
&RQGXFWRIWKH:DU7KHKHDGRI&KDUOHV36WRQHZLOO
soon roll.
10 – Under the heading of wasted motion, the Congress
in Richmond admits Kentucky to the Confederate States of
America. The same deal applies to Missouri.


5²*UDQW·VFDYDOU\UHFHLYHVDVHWEDFNDW&RIIHHVYLOOH
Mississippi. Skirmishes also occur at Sanka and De Caff,
Louisiana.
²86*UDQWLQ+ROO\6SULQJV06LVVXHVKLVLQIDPRXV
general order no. 11, evicting the Israelites from his departPHQWRI.HQWXFN\7HQQHVVHHDQG0LVVLVVLSSL3RVWZDUKH
suffers from a terrible case of amnesia over the whole thing.


²3UHVLGHQW-HIIHUVRQ'DYLVDGPLWWLQJWKH&6$KDVKDG
a rough year, condemns the savage ferocity of the federals...
Nor has less relenting warfare been waged by these pretended
friends of human rights and liberties against the unfortunate
negroes.” Sure.
30 – The recalcitrant governor, Zebulon Vance, writes to
Jefferson Davis concerning discontent in North Carolina.
“I have concluded that it will be perhaps impossible to
remove it except by making some effort to negotiate with
the enemy.” Don’t bank on it, Zeb.

Another Look at George B. McClellan
+LVWRULDQ(WKDQ5DIXVHZKRVHVWXG\RI*HQHUDO0F&OHOODQ·V
politics is both thorough and sympathetic, concludes that “the
decisions that prevented McClellan from taking full advantage
of the opportunity to destroy Lee’s army, which his conduct of
operations had created, were also the consequence of the fact
that such an outcome, although desirable, was not critical to
0F&OHOODQ·VVWUDWHJLFYLVLRQLQ6HSWHPEHU>+HEHOLHYHG@
it was enough that he had saved the North from the consequences
of political folly and placed himself in position to carry out the
next step in restoring the ascendancy of reason to the Union war
effort.” The ascendancy of reasons, of course, required his own
ascent to a dominant position within the administration. In the
HQGQRDPRXQWRIÀHOGH[SHULHQFHFRXOGRYHUFRPHWKHIXQGDPHQWDOGHIHFWLQ0F&OHOODQ·VDSSURDFKWRZDUKLVFRQYLFWLRQ
that every operation had to contend not only with the enemy
in front but with enemies in the rear. Every critical calculation
KHPDGHLQWKHÀHOGZDVFDOLEUDWHGQRWRQO\IRULWVHIIHFWRQWKH
Rebel army but for its possible impact on McClellan’s quest
for power in Washington. He considered Radicalism to be as
dangerous to the preservation of the republic as a successful
Southern secession. No military victory was worth winning if it
UHGRXQGHGWRWKHEHQHÀWRID5DGLFDOUHJLPH7KDWZDVZK\KH
ERWKFRQVLGHUHGKLVGHIHDWRQWKH3HQLQVXOD´SURYLGHQWLDOµDQG
UHIXVHGWRUHQHZWKH%DWWOHRI$QWLHWDPRQ6HSWHPEHU+H
had already won victory enough to demonstrate his indispensability and advance his campaign against Lincoln’s Radical
advisers. Why risk that standing by attacking Lee’s army, when
DPRUHGHFLVLYHWULXPSKZRXOGPHUHO\EHQHÀWD5DGLFDODGPLQistration? Better to see whether the work of his supporters
in Washington succeeded in getting Stanton turned out, or the
mid-term elections produced a “conservative” triumph. No
general who thought that way would ever defeat Robert E. Lee,
whose concentration on military necessity was ruthless and
uncompromised.
)URPThe Long Road to Antietam by Richard Slotkin.


5 – Denying that the appointment had to do with his love
of ÀVKLQJ3UHVLGHQW/LQFROQQDPHV6DOPRQ3&KDVHFKLHI
justice succeeding the late (but not lamented) Roger. B. Taney
(pronounced Tawney).
23²7KHDWWDFNRIWKHIHGHUDOÁHHWDJDLQVW)RUW)LVKHU
N.C. falters due to storms, heavy seas, miscalculations,
HUURUVDQGHVSHFLDOO\*HQHUDO%HQMDPLQ%XWOHU

Orson and Gideon

SADDLE UP FOR GETTYSBURG

7+$118$/%$77/(),(/'75,3
September 12th, 13th + 14th, 2014
In an interview with Dick Cavett on the Dick Cavett show,
DFWRUGLUHFWRU2UVRQ:HOOHVUHYHDOHGQRQFKDODQWO\WKDWKH It’s boots and saddles as this will be an all-cavalry tour on the
ZDVWKHJUHDWJUDQGVRQRI*LGHRQ:HOOHVDQGKDGNQRZQ EDWWOHÀHOGRI*HWW\VEXUJDQGEH\RQG6HHZKHUH-(%6WXDUW
*$&XVWHU-RKQ%XIRUGDQG:DGH+DPSWRQFODVKHGVDEHUWR
a dinner party hostess from the American Civil War era
saber. On one day, you will become real horse soldiers as you
familiar with his great-grandfather.
ride on horseback (or if you prefer, a horse-drawn carriage) over
WKHEDWWOHÀHOG:HZLOOULGHWRWKHVRXQGRIWKHJXQVZLWKRXU
This revelation has, however, become a debunked myth
and this false tale possibly originated from that appearance tour guide Jim Hessler (author of Sickles at Gettysburg, and the
upcoming Custer at Gettysburg).
on Cavett’s show
So if you want to have a good time, jine the cavalry with a
)URP:LNLSHGLD
$100 deposit to reserve your mount as we ride into history.
6HQG\RXUFKHFNWR&:571<7RXUWK6WUHHW
Sounds like something in the Dispatch, no?
Rosedale, NY 11422

Dues are due

Continued from page 2
its anti-slavery policies and the coming of the Civil War. He also
contends that federal policy makers came to rely on the loyalty of
the slaves and notes further how important the legacy of slave
resistance was to the destruction of slavery. The real moral dilemma of the Civil War rises from the fact that it was about slavery.
The tragedy of the war lies not in its pointlessness but in its necessity. He even develops a scenario which contends that had Lincoln
EHHQGHIHDWHGLQWKHZDUZRXOGKDYHHQGHGZLWKD8QLRQ
victory but without emancipation. Had that been the case, when
would slavery have ended in the United States? This book is a
PDMRUFRQWULEXWLRQWRWKFHQWXU\$PHULFDQKLVWRU\DQGDPXVW
read, particularly for those interested in chattel slavery, emancipation
and abolition. The reader will become aware of the elements
and processes leading up to the 13th Amendment. The facts and
FRQWH[WVDUHZHOOFODULÀHG7KH&RQVWLWXWLRQDOIUDPHUVFRPSURmised their anti-slavery principles in order to gain support for
the document and the creation of a new nation. However, as the
author further notes, this compromise became a powerful barrier
to abolition. The argument is presented with lucidity, scholarship
and impeccable documentation. His book is a balanced effort to
penetrate beneath the surface of personalities and events to reach
the dynamics of the Civil War, emancipation and slavery. It is an
invaluable source of reference now and will be for years to come.
by Leonard A. James, EdD

If you haven’t already paid your dues, please send
your checks in now. After October, the price rises
to $50. If we don’t hear from you by January 1,
we will be obliged to drop your name from our
mailing lists. Sorry about that.
:HQRZKDYHWKUHH\HDUO\GXHVFDWHJRULHV

,QGLYLGXDO
)DPLO\
)LUVW&DWHJRU\


6HFRQG&DWHJRU\


7KLUG&DWHJRU\


You may choose any appropriate amount to send
in, but it will be greatly appreciated if you are able
to remit the amounts in the second or third categories.
Out-of-towners (75 miles or more) and students
(full or part time and under 25) pay $15.00 unless
you are covered by your parent’s payment. If you
joined up between January and March 2013, you
owe only $15.00. If you joined up in April, May,
or June, you get a freebie.
6HQGGXHVWR7UHDVXUHU%XG/LYLQJVWRQ
WK6WUHHW*OHQGDOH1<
'RQRWLQFOXGH\RXUGXHVDQGGLQQHUSD\PHQW
RQWKHVDPHFKHFN

